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For Immediate Release  
 

Four Arrested on 11 Felony Charges after 1,000’s of Bootleg DVD’s Seized 
 
EVANSVILLE, Ind. (Aug. 21) – Indiana State Excise Police officers have arrested four people on 11 felony 
charges after investigations at three stores in Evansville and Indianapolis uncovered thousands of bootleg 
DVD’s. 

This afternoon, excise police officers arrested Daras H. Daras, 56, and Sameerah Daras, 31, both of 
Evansville, on arrest warrants for two counts each of fraud, a class D felony. The Vanderburgh County 
Superior Court arrest warrants were issued after excise officers seized approximately 1,175 bootleg DVD’s 
on May 21. The Darases are alleged to have offered unauthorized copies of DVD’s for sale at Riverside One 
Stop, 401 E. Riverside Drive, in Evansville. Some of the DVD’s seized in May included movies only in theatres 
and not yet available for retail sale.  
 
Excise officers also served search warrants at two Indianapolis stores in separate fraud investigations this 
month.  
 
On Aug. 10, officers seized more than 2,500 DVD’s containing fraudulently-recorded titles, along with 
recording equipment and an undisclosed amount of cash at the Indiana Discount Mall, 3585 Commercial 
Drive in Indianapolis. They arrested Edith Perez, 36, of Indianapolis, on four preliminary charges of fraud, a 
class D felony.  
 
On Aug. 17, officers seized more than 600 DVD’s containing fraudulently-recorded titles, along with 
recording equipment, a flat-screen TV and an undisclosed amount of cash at the West Washington Street 
Mall, 6445 W. Washington Street in Indianapolis. They arrested Efigenio Amado-Hilario, 54, of Indianapolis, 
on three preliminary charges of fraud, a class D felony.  
 
In both cases, the DVD’s included many only in theatres and not yet available for retail sale. 

 
Anyone with information concerning unlawful DVD sales in the Evansville area can contact the excise police 
at 812-882-1292; in Indianapolis, 317-541-4100. 

 
As the enforcement division of the Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco Commission, the primary mission of the 
Indiana State Excise Police is to promote public safety by enforcing Indiana’s Alcoholic Beverage Code. 
While excise officers have the authority to enforce any state law, they focus primarily on alcohol, tobacco 
and related laws.  
 
All criminal defendants are to be presumed innocent until, and unless, proven guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt in a court of law. 


